eTale 2022

Parental literacy

In African countries many parents also have problems in their
own education, which might influence to their abilities and
possibilities to support their children’s learning.

If the parent are illiterate themselves, it is difficult to
support the child to learn to read. It is important to notice
that people who have never been at school and have not learned
to read are not necessarily “dyslexic” but illiterate.
Illiterate means that someone is unable to interact with
others through print.

Parental, and especially mothers, schooling and literacy has
many positive consequences to child’s development and health
and wellbeing of the whole family as described in following
figure:
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1.Maternal schooling
Years of attendance
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2.Literacy and language skills (in childhood):
Reading comprehension
Academic language
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3a.Health skills:
Understanding health messages. Interaction with
health practioners

3b.Verbal interaction with preschool children
{from 12 to 60 months of age)
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4a.Utilization of services:
Prenatal Care, Immunization, Contraceptive use,
Domestic health practices
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gb.Literacy and language skills of school-aged
children:
Reading comprehension
Academic language

5a.Reproductive and health outcomes (in child’s
generation):

Infant and child mortality, Malnutrition, Fertility
(of mother)
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5h.Health skills, utilization of services,
reproductive and health outcomes (in
grandchildren generation)

(LeVine, LeVine & Schnell, 2001)
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